
EXPANDING SOPREMA’S 
PRODUCTION LINE

Product Profile

THE CLIENT
SOPREMA is an international manufacturer of innovative roofing and waterproofing products.  
Their production plant in Chilliwack, BC, is one of twelve manufacturing facilities in Canada. 
Since beginning operations in Canada in 1978, SOPREMA has manufactured and installed 
millions of square meters of membranes.

THE PROBLEM
SOPREMA came to Helical Works looking to expand the capacity of their production line by 
25%. The upgrade would require a high level of coordination and a multi-disciplinary approach 
to carry out four main tasks:

As with all facility upgrades of this nature, the challenge was to make sure that the new 
construction and equipment meshed well with the old, and that everything fit well into the new 
integrated system. As well, SOPREMA’s underlying request was that the work be done as 
efficiently as possible to minimize plant downtime.

1. pour a new foundation
2. build a supporting superstructure for a new mixing tank
3. connect with existing pressure piping
4. extend existing screw conveyors.
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EXTREME ENDURANCE
W e wor ked with the client to c reate a c eramic c oating th at c ould p rovide chemical and 
thermal p rotection in high- tempe ratu re e nvi ronments (1,400°C+), inc reasing the long evity 
of the tools themsel ves. T he �nished p roduct is resi stant to sticking and ab rasion caused 
by liquid metal. Because of its anti- sticking p roperties and ext reme du rabilit y, this c oating 
has a multitude of po tential applic ations.

P roperties of C e ramic C o ating:
• Ability to with stand ext reme tempe ratu res and thermal shock
• Anti- sticking to p rotect again st liquid metal and d ross
• P rotecti ve barrier again st c or rosion and e rosion caused by c ontact with liquid metal
• T hermal barrier to p rotect parts f rom liquid metal
• Dielectric p roperties

Helical Works planned the scope of work and the dates around weekends for construction. Our 
project manager coordinated the internal engineering work and all the subcontractors. Our 
engineering and shop resources were able to fabricate screw conveyor extensions with 
non-standard parts.

Despite working within the confines of an operational plant and dealing with existing machinery, 
our millwrights were able to install the new equipment quickly and effectively.

The production line upgrade was completed while the plant remained online throughout the 
process, which satisfied SOPREMA’s requirements.

As well, the Chilliwack facility continues to experience the intended level of increased production 
capacity.

THE SOLUTION

THE OUTCOME

QUALITY
SOLUTIONS 
YOU CAN 
COUNT ON

Helical Works Co prides ourselves on our ability to not only build top quality steel 
fabrication, but also on our ability to build strong, long-lasting, relationships with 
all of our customers. Regardless of scale or complexity, we work hand in hand with 
our customers to help them achieve their goals.
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